
  

  

 

Newsletter  No. 14             June 2 017  

 

 
Dear WAC I reland Members & Friends,  

 
Happ y Pentecost greetings!  

 
The  St rate gic Plan for WAC Ireland sees  the  most  importa nt aim is to 

att ract ne w mem be rs. At  our  AGM we elect ed a new  Core  Group f or 2017 -
18. Our th anks  to Gina Menzies and Be rnadette O'Reilly who both stepped 
down  after giving great service on the Co re Group. We ar e v ery ha ppy to 
welcome Ma rgaret Lee as a n ew member on the  Core Group. Margaret 

lives  in Tipperary and has be en act ively involved  in church  reform for man y 
years . We are hoping to appoi nt another  female me mber to the  Core 

Group soon to bring us up to our full com plement of 3 wom en and 3 men.  
 

Please do help us  finding new mem be rs for WAC. At €10  (or €5 if you are 
unwa ged or aged ov er 65) membe rship is not expens ive! You might as k a 
friend if they will put their ema il addres s on our m ailing list and learn more 

about WAC?  
 

Bless ings and best wishes for Pentecost and the summ er,  
 

Colm Holmes  
Core Group Mem ber  

http:/ /www.wea rechu rchirelan d.ie  
  

 

http://wearechurchireland.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=34d172089ecb3aec936c6626b&id=aea87821aa&e=7d058dea03


 

 

The  modern church has grow n e xcep tionally go od at m inimising  the  role of t he Ho ly Spirit 
be cause i t is uncomfortable with c ha nge. If we downplay  the  S pirit's presence than it is we  who  

de cide  wha t it mean s to b e c hurch, who ge ts  to be  pa rt of God 's k ingdom, an d wh at role we play  
in it. 

Tha t allows us to ask a q ue st ion like t ha t ask ed  by the  dis ciples  of Je sus : "Lord when will  you  be 
ar ranging  the affairs  of the chur ch an d world in ways  tha t suit us? " That way  nobody is  upset an d 

that's t he  way  we like it . 
   - Gordon Linney, The  Irish Times, 3 June 20 17  



 

 

PENTECOST: Wear something red - a stole or scarf 

Many W e Are Church groups wi ll be we aring red on Pen tecost Su nda y (4 
June 201 7). This is a symbol show ing that t he Ho ly Sp irit lives in each and  
every one of us and not j ust  in the m ale cleri cs at  the  altar.  At Pentecost t he 
tongues of f ire descen ded  on ALL the di sciples, women and m en. I f you can 
take a pho to or videoclip of your witness in  red pl ease  se nd it to Martha  
Heizer in Austr ia:Martha.heize r@inode .at  or 0043 -650  416850 0 (WhatsApp ) 

  

 

mailto:Martha.heizer@inode.at


 

WAC AGM on 27 May 2017 
At our  AGM the  WAC Ire land  Co re  Group for 2017 -18 was elected: P hil Dunne ; Bren da n Butler; 

Colm Holmes;  Finbar r Quigle y; Marga ret Lee (n o p hoto); Vacancy for on e female member.  
Our  P rinciples of Orga nisation st ate th at our Co re  Group be made  up of 3 women an d 3 men. 

With only 5 e lected  at the AGM we are  s hort one woman membe r, We hop e to c o-opt a wo man 
member  ont o ou r Co re G roup s hortly. 

  
  

 

 

  

Strategic Plan for WAC Ireland  

With Pat Coyle as our facilitator your Core Group devoted a 
speci a l half day m eetin g to discussin g a Str ategic P lan . We all  
agreed that we want t o continue  our work in WAC. Here are 10 
of the positive measures we drew up:  

1.  Aim for 200 m embers in 2 years  
2.  Continue our quali ty Press Rel ea ses  
3.  Continue with occasional  pub lic p rayer functions - 

perhaps 3 focal events  per year  
4.  Continue the Q uarter ly Newsl ett er  
5.  Make a promot ional  video  for WAC (could cost €1,500 

and  may need spe cial appeal ) 
6.  Consider a seminar t o mar k Luthe r 500  (31 O ctober 

2017)  
7.  Se t up a Twi tter a ccount [ Done: Please  follow us 

at:    @we _irl  ] 
8.  Look at  local  outr each,  especi ally local radio  
9.  Se an Fagan M emorial le cture with Ang ela Hanley in  

2017  
10.  Write to Archbisho p Diarmuid Martin sett ing out what we 

would like for 2018 visit  of Pop e Francis  

The  most  important aim was t o g row our me mbership and to 
get new members on to our Core  Group.  

 

http://wearechurchireland.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34d172089ecb3aec936c6626b&id=e2d9ec9bb8&e=7d058dea03


  

 

 

The  presidents of the Bi shop’s C onferences  of the  world we re called t o Rome. The re t hey 
were pr esented wi th a completed document banning the or dination of women and were  
asked to endorse it in the name of the bishop s. The  presiden ts replied that they cou ld not 
speak i n the name of al l their m embers without first consul ting the m. They also asked  for 
two changes in the document: the o mission  of the wo rds ‘having he ard the vie ws of the 
bishops’ an d of the wo rd ‘irreformabl e ’. Pope John P aul  ll pub lishe d Ordina tio Sacerdotali s 
ban ning wo men f rom th e priestho od on 30 May 199 4, the Feast Day of St  Joan of Arc.  



 

 

In Can ada A rchbishop  Alber t LeGatt ha s published  his  full Ad Limina Re port for 2006 -2015 on  
his website. It c ontains a very go od analysis  of the dio ces e. And it shows t he  st ructure for Ad 

Limina re ports . Maybe  s ome of our Irish bishop s might do  likewise? Her e is  the link to the  
diocese in Cana da:  https ://www.ar chs aintbo niface.c a/main.php ?p =726  

http://wearechurchireland.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=34d172089ecb3aec936c6626b&id=a4555d4fe7&e=7d058dea03


 

 

Vocation Sunday  
 

Pray ing for voc ations? Ord ain Wo men ! on  Vocation Sunda y Pra yer Vigils wer e he ld in 
Dublin, Ire land; Des Moines, Iowa; London, E ngland ; Roches ter, New  York; Rome, Italy; 

Lisieux , Franc e.   
Blue s ky and  brilliant s unsh ine gr eeted  us in Dub lin! We pr ayed a nd  s an g an d dist ributed our  
cards. Lots  of suppo rt and  a few tut-tut's.  Our Pray er  vigil at the Pro Ca thed ral in Dub lin on 

Vocation  S unda y (7 May  2017) c alled  for women  to be acc ep ted into f ull minis try in the 
church of Christ. Our  final hymn finis he d with the  words:  

"For deep i n my hea rt 
I do  believ e  

We ha ve women  prie st s today." 



  

  



 

 

Que st ion: In what way  do yo u think the ex clusion of w omen  from priest hood is a 'v iolence 
ag ainst women with a vo cat ion'?  

This quest ion is  include d in the  Lea ving Cer tificate book "Faith Seeking Underst an ding  - Re ligion 
and  Gen de r" (Veritas 2006). The wor k an d prayers  for the ord ina tion of women to all minist ries 
by BASIC (Brother s And Sis ters  In Ch rist) is dis cussed a leng th. BASIC merge d into We Are 

Church Ireland  in 2012. Interestingly the bo ok is "Printed with Ec clesia st ica l Approval." This open  
disc ussion  abo ut the  ord ina tion of women  has be en de nied  for ad ults  by the inst itutional c hurch. 

But for more  than  a decad e this  discus sion  has be en  alive in our sc hools! 



  

 

 



 
 

  

 

 


